ACTIVITY REPORT
2012

© Mike Boyes

© Mike Boyes

© Mike Boyes

© Mike Boyes

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Foreword by Franz FISCHLER, RISE Chairman ............... 3
What is RISE? ............................................................................................. 4
Projects 2012 ............................................................................................ 5
Sustainable water management .. .......................................... 5
Water-related policy work .......................................................... 6
Landscape conservation project (LIFE+) .......................... 7
International Hamster Workgroup . . ...................................... 8
Nutrient recycling ............................................................................ 9
Habitat banking ............................................................................ 11
Conferences, workshops and awards . . .............................. 12
5th Forum for the Future of Agriculture . . ........................ 12
Food chain ........................................................................................ 13
Belleuropa Award . . ....................................................................... 14
Governance . . ........................................................................................... 15
Advisory Committee Members. . .......................................... 15

2

RI S E F OUN DAT I O N

AC TIV IT Y R E P O R T 2012

FOREWORD BY FRANZ FISCHLER,
RISE CHAIRMAN.
“The RISE Foundation has been working over the past five
years to support a sustainable agriculture as the backbone
of competitive rural economies in Europe.
While the talks regarding the next CAP reform proceed it
appears that the Multi Annual Financial Framework will
be the most backward looking in the EU’s history. We have
learnt that the rural development budget may suffer a 14%
cut in real terms, which could be detrimental to many of the
targeted public goods agri-environment schemes available
to farmers. What is more, the decision that Member States
will be allowed to transfer a part of their Rural Development
budget to Pillar I may have a significant negative impact
upon agri-environment schemes. With this mind, as well as
the continuing tendency for public support programmes to
decrease whereas demands for public goods increase, we
feel it more urgent than ever to develop private finance and
market opportunities which do not fall within mainstream
government policies. RISE intends to maintain its focus on
innovative solutions which can support the farming sector
to meet the demands of increasing regulation and public
concerns in the future.
The future of agriculture in Europe needs to be more
resource efficient. An emerging term which is being
used with growing frequency by industry and NGOs is
“sustainable intensification”, as one answer to these needs.
Sustainable Intensification infers simultaneously improving
the agricultural productivity and the environmental
management of agriculture. Europe will need to work hard
in order to work out the optimum framework of tools and

incentives to support the sustainable intensification of
agricultural systems at home and abroad.
With declining productivity increases and growing
ecosystem degradation this will require key innovation
changes both in terms of technology and landscape
management. Governments around the world are currently
striving to find ways to address these challenges across all
industries and agriculture is rightly a priority area. In Europe
this involves national and European level policy changes
and institutional and private investment in identifying
new innovative solutions. In line with this, the EU has
made the push for innovation a key priority. Therefore, for
organisations like RISE working on European agriculture,
the push for innovation will be perhaps the most important
policy level initiative affecting their work. If we are to produce
more with less, and sustainably intensify production,
technology and knowledge transfer will be a key driver in
this change process. Particular areas of focus are likely to
concern technology, resource efficiency (particularly re-use),
energy production from non-fossil fuel streams and the
financing and integration of the protection of ecosystem
services in policy. Innovation and its application at the local
farm level is likely to be a key focus area of our organisation
in the years to come.
We look forward to advancing the thinking in these areas
through the continuation of our pilot projects and policy
work.”
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WHAT IS RISE?
The RISE Foundation, established in 2007 by former
Commissioner Franz Fischler, his Chief of Staff
Corrado Pirzio-Biroli, the European Landowners’
Organization (ELO) and the Friends of the
Countryside (FCS), is an organisation committed
to bringing together all stakeholders interested
in responding positively and proactively to the
constellation of challenges which have converged
over the past few years to threaten European rural
vitality. It is a network of committed public actors
and innovative private initiatives. RISE supports
sustainable agriculture and rural communities in
Europe according to a long-term vision which is not only
resource efficient and increasingly productive, but
also works to ensure ecosystem resilience, produces
safe and healthy food, manages the countryside
and improves the quality of life in rural areas. Our
long-term vision is a productive, green agricultural
sector supporting a vibrant rural economy in
Europe.
RISE has spent its much of its first five years in operation
supporting EU policy and discourse in the area of public goods production on private land, with a strong
emphasis on financing mechanisms and incentives. In
addition, we are now supporting concrete projects
in the field which build on the discourse and support
systems change in agriculture on the ground.
RISE is a public utility foundation under Belgian Law
approved by Royal Decree (September 2006). It is a private
and independent organization, governed by its Board of
Directors.
Mr. Franz FISCHLER (European Commissioner for
Agriculture and Rural Development, 1995-2004) is the
Chairman of the Board of Directors. His former Chief of
Staff, Mr. Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI is the Foundation‘s
CEO. The Board of Directors includes three other former
Ministers for Agriculture – Dr Cees VEERMAN for
Holland, Mr. Michel BARNIER – now Commissioner
for Internal Market, Mr. Paolo DE CASTRO – Chairman
of the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee
in the European Parliament. There is one Central Bank
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Governor – Mr. Luc COENE, Belgium, three Director
Generals of the European Commission - Mr. Alex
SCHAUB – (1996-2006 – first for Competition and
then for the Internal Market,) Mr. José Manuel SILVA
RODRIGUEZ – (currently Director-General of DG AGRI
and Rural Development) and Mr Dirk AHNER (20072011 – Director General for Regional Policy), and leading
industrialist Mr. Daniel JANSSEN. Additional Board
seats have been reserved for persons or enterprises with
whom a strategic partnership is formed on the basis of
a substantial contribution to the development of the
Foundation. Mr. John ATKIN – Chief Operating Officer
of Syngenta occupies one of these seats. The other
members include Latvian MEP Sandra KALNIETE, as
well as representatives of the founding organizations,
the European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) and
Friends of the Countryside (FCS), notably Mr Thierry DE
L’ESCAILLE who acts as Treasurer and Mr. Giuseppe
VISCONTI, former FCS President. This high level Board
of Directors and founding member networks have
helped RISE to establish high-level contacts in academic,
scientific, political and industry circles.
The composition of the Board is as follows:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Franz FISCHLER (Chairman),
Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI (CEO), 		
Daniel JANSSEN (Vice-chairman),
Alex SCHAUB (Vice-chairman),
Thierry DE L’ESCAILLE (Treasurer),
Dirk AHNER,
John ATKIN,
Michel BARNIER,
Paolo DE CASTRO,
Luc COENE,
Sandra KALNIETE,
José-Manuel SILVA-RODRIGUEZ,
Cees VEERMAN,
Guiseppe VISCONTI.
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PROJECTS 2012
Over the past twelve months, the RISE Foundation has
continued to focus on ways to promote a sustainable
European agriculture working through its on-going and
new projects.

n

Sustainable water management

Following on from a successful partnership in 2011, and
keen to continue its work on water, RISE has extended
its collaboration with the European Water Partnership
(EWP) and began a second project within the scope of
RISE’s work on financing public goods. This joint project
is primarily a research project (in its first phase) which
aims to identify best practices from existing collaborative agreement projects throughout Europe which deal
with water management improvements made by the
farming sector at river catchment level. Over the past
few years, these kinds of deals have begun to develop
in isolated cases across Europe (i.e. in the form of contracts for services, or public-private initiatives). RISE and
EWP have termed such actions, ‘Local Deals’, defining
them as ‘co-operations between farmers and other water
users – located in one river basin or sub-basin area – that

are established to create win-win situations with the aim
of avoiding the shared impacts and benefiting from shared
opportunities linked to their water management’. There are
similarities between this definition and that of Payments
for Ecosystem Services, as well as various forms of collaborative agreements, however, the Local Deals project
specifically targets water-related improvements which
are made on a voluntary basis and are decided upon by
collective negotiations with upstream users in the river
basin and/or the local authority. Local Deals are also locally specific, i.e. they do not have a fixed form or set of
rules and happen as a reaction to a localised problem,
rather than a broad overarching government policy to
address an issue through payments to farmers.
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While a number of Local Deals appear to be on-going
throughout Europe (i.e. the well documented Vittel
water example), there is no conclusive data on the
number of these projects, their success, or learning on
best practices. An analysis of current projects equivalent
to these Local Deals is therefore essential to take stock
of the learning to date. The understanding of current
practices will support the effectiveness of current and
future Local Deals. The initial phase of the project will
address the lack of information that is currently available
on these collaborations. The focus will be on identifying
on-going local partnership projects and liaising with the
managers and stakeholders to identify the key elements
which have led to their success or failure. An emphasis
will be placed on the primary challenges they have
faced and how they were overcome. Information will
be gathered from a literature review, workshops, and onsite interviews with project managers and participating
farmers. The information will be collated into a working
best practise guide which will be part of an information
dissemination package to be rolled out to current and
potential Local Deal project managers. As the project
develops over time, new learning will continually be
added to this working document.
In December 2012, the first stakeholder workshop was
run by RISE and EWP bringing together participants from
a Wallonia Local Deal in the Ambleve River basin. The
workshop highlighted key success and failure factors in
the set-up and structure of a Local Deal which we will
use to feed into the best practice guide.
The project is estimated to run for three years and will
include two phases. The information collection phase
will be completed in the first year with elements of the
information dissemination extending over years 2 and 3.
RISE sees this as another strong opportunity to support
greater private investment in public goods. The timing
for changing governance and getting farmers in the
spotlight is optimal: The CAP reform calls for the clear
convergence of the WFD objectives with those of the
CAP and for gradual inclusion of the WFD objectives
which create specific obligations at farm level in the
cross compliance regime
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Water-related policy work

Water management has also been the topic of the
joint ELO and RISE stand at Green week and Corrado
PIRZIO-BIROLI was a panellist at the 2012 Green Week
Conference, “Every Drop Counts – the Water Challenge.”
Here, he argued to include the relevant elements of
the Water Framework Directive under pillar one of the
CAP, for better farm advisory services and for a greater
recognition that alternative private sector initiatives
needed to be found to complement the CAP if adequate
progress to reach the WFD objectives was to be made.
In addition, Mr PIRZIO-BIROLI was invited by the
Commissioner POTOCNIK to participate in the Steering
Group setting the agenda for the European Innovation
Partnership (EIP) on Water from September 2012. This
is a European Commission led stakeholder platform
which was set up as a result of the Europe 2020 Flagship
Initiative for an Innovation Union. It has been designed
to support and facilitate the development of innovative
solutions to deal with the many water related challenges
being faced both in Europe and the wider world. RISE
also has a shared seat with its close partner the ELO, on
the EIP taskforce, which is responsible for implementing
the actions of the EIP Water. It was decided over the
course of the first meetings that stakeholder action
groups would be created to present innovative solutions
to overcome key bottlenecks that are holding Europe
back from achieving better water management. These
would be set up in 2013 and RISE is currently considering
getting involved to promote innovative solutions from
one of our current projects.
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n

Landscape conservation project (LIFE+)

2012 saw RISE take the lead to develop its first largescale project proposal in the field of landscape scale
conservation. Having been alerted in mid-2011 to the
problem of wild hamster decline (Cricetus Cricetus) – a
species protected under the EU Habitats Directive – RISE
began to seek partners with whom to reflect on possible
solutions to the difficult conservation challenge posed
by this emblematic species which in Western Europe is
found primarily in intensively farmed areas. The species’
decline has been linked with modern agricultural
practices and urbanisation which have reduced the
availability of food and cover during the reproductive
season, leading to the fragmentation and isolation of
existing populations and enhanced predation. Critically
small and isolated populations are now pervasive across
much of Western Europe. Similar causes have also been
linked to the decline of many farmland breeding birds
(including partridges, skylarks, yellowhammers, and corn
buntings, among others), small game (brown hares) and
insects and pollinators (ground beetles).
The decline of farmland biodiversity is an especially
acute challenge: currently only 7% of all grassland
species have a favourable conservation status in Europe
and common farmland birds are still declining whereas
other forest and common birds have seen a slight
recovery in the past ten years.1 This challenge is not
made easier by the continuing pressure on agricultural
land to deliver more food and energy, despite pressure
from urbanisation. Furthermore, since biodiversity
conservation has a “public good” character which is not
rewarded by financial markets, few financial incentives
exist to support the farming sector with the resources
and knowledge necessary to protect these species on
their land.
RISE has therefore been working with 18 partners from
Belgium, Holland and Germany (public and private) to
design and write up a project which was submitted as
a LIFE+ proposal to DG Environment in the European
Commission in September. RISE is the lead coordinating
partner in the proposal development and would directly

1
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coordinate and manage the project if it is approved by
the EC. The project has been designed to explore new
sources of financing and methods of working with
farmers in intensively farmed areas to build in habitat,
reproduction and feeding areas for vulnerable species.
The involvement of the farming sector in the design of
solutions is a key innovation compared to the statusquo (mostly top-down agri-environment schemes), as
is the exploring and testing of new crops and farmland
methods which are better linked to market opportunities
and can bring an added value to environmentallyfriendly farming practices. The project also approaches
the issue from a landscape scale perspective, i.e. over a
substantial area involving a large number of key players
(farmers, municipalities, hunters, naturalists) working
together to solve a wider problem which affects whole
communities.
RISE expects to hear whether it has been successful in
March 2013 - if so, its implementation would begin in
July 2013 to run for five and a half years. This project
would build on the theoretical concepts for financing
public goods developed in RISE’s two major studies on
the topic in 2009 and 2011. RISE would plan to use the
learning from the project to feed into the further design
of agri-environment policies and programmes at EU
level.

Stefan Leiner, Head of Nature Unit, European Commission, during a presentation to the International Hamster Workgroup, November 22nd, 2012.
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International Hamster Workgroup

In November 2012, following on from the LIFE+ project
proposal and contacts made with organisations active
in the nature conservation sector, RISE hosted the
19th Meeting of the International Hamster Workgroup
which is an interdisciplinary group of experts from
various fields working together to understand hamster
population declines and try to reverse them. During the
meeting, which was opened by Stefan LEINER, Head of
the Nature Unit in DG Environment and sponsored by the
Province of Limburg and the Flemish Agency for Nature
and Forests, there were updates from the research field
as well as various on-going and planned conservation
projects. A letter to the IUCN was jointly drafted by
all the participants in a session led by Professor Ulrich
WEINHOLD, applying to update the existing status of
the wild hamster from “least concern” to “endangered”. If
approved, this would mean an acknowledgement that
the species faced a high chance of extinction in the
wild which would support further conservation efforts
greatly, including the LIFE+ proposal. On the last day, a
walk and talk excursion was organised to visit in-situ agri-
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environment measures implemented by local farmers for
the hamster in and around Bertem, in Vlaams-Brabant.
The excursion was a chance for the group to discuss the
conservation challenge with the region’s farmers and to
hear about the challenges of nature conservation from
a farmer perspective. RISE now aims to strengthen its
partnerships with the farming sector so as to design
pilot projects which provide tools to support system
change at farm-level in the future.
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n

Nutrient recycling

In line with RISE’s interest in sustainable resource use, the
Foundation has continued to follow up the promising
work of Giuseppe NATTA on nutrient recycling in Italy.
Mr NATTA and his company Acqua & Sole, aim to address
the issue of finite resources including phosphorus and
other nutrients by applying a nutrient recycling system
in the Lombardy region.
The problem of resource efficiency in agriculture is a
relatively new problem when we consider that mid
last century, production took place on the whole near
consumption and nutrients were recycled in mixed
farming systems. The rise of feed lots and urbanization
has changed this balance because the nutrients which
are extracted from the soil cannot be put back in the same
place and are lost at various stages of the production
and consumption cycles: in straw stubbles, in manure, in
waste and by-products, and in food discarded as waste
and in urban sewage. This has effectively led to the
large-scale use of imported mineral fertilisers in modern
agriculture. For this reason, Lombardy today imports
400,000 tons of mineral fertilizers at a cost of 100 million
euros a year. This is not only worrying from the point
of view of cost, but also considering that finite mineral
resources are predicted to be in very short supply and
even to reach their peak by midway through this century
–notably phosphorus and potassium.
With this issue in mind, Mr Natta and his team of engineers have designed a regional-scale nutrient recycling
system for the collection and safe treatment of both
municipal sludge and organic waste. Using thermophilic anaerobic digestion on a regional scale to produce digestate (for fertiliser), methane (for energy), and
heat, this system effectively “closes the nutrient loop” on
a regional scale. The pilot centre serves an area of 800010000 hectares with a treatment plant in the centre taking waste from within a 25km radius. The plant will take
96,000 tons of substrates for an output of 190,000 tons
of digestate and 5,800,000 Nm3 of biogas. CO2 savings
will also be made through the replacement of mineral
fertilisers. The digestate would be made available free of
charge for use by arable farmers in the region and can
be injected directly onto soils safely in place of mineral
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fertilises. Harmful pathogens found in wastewater and
organic waste are largely removed during the digestion
process.
This kind of system is an excellent example of circular
rather than linear thinking, which is vital in the move
towards a green economy and this has been a subject
of particular interest to the current EC Commissioner for
the Environment, Janez POTOCNIK. Therefore RISE took
the opportunity to arrange a focused work shop with
the Commissioner and experts to discuss the project,
how it could work, the regional economic impact and
financial feasibility. The workshop took place in July
2012 with Mr Natta and his collaborators as well as four
expert respondents: Professors Allan BUCKWELL (IEEP),
David BALDOCK (IEEP), Winfried BLUM (Boku University)
and Stephen NORTCLIFF (University of Reading) who
helped give an idea of the barriers and opportunities
surrounding closed-loop nutrient-recycling projects on a
European scale. They highlighted that nutrient recycling
technologies fitted well with the EU 2020 Strategy as a
concrete example of smart, inclusive, green growth. It
also fitted well with the Resource Efficiency Roadmap,
especially given the need to address phosphorus
shortages.
Many positive benefits were cited for this kind of
regional closed-loop system, including many “public
good” elements such as the reduction of externality
costs from eutrophication, biodiversity and habitat loss
through more efficient resource management and
reduced water pollution. In addition, if recovery costs
were lower than treatment costs then the real costs of
water and food would also decrease (through lower
inflation over time). Interestingly, it was highlighted
that the prime innovation required in order to roll-out
nutrient recycling systems was not technological but
organizational and institutional - it was about changing
mindsets and the way citizens, government and industry
looked at the issues they faced. In other words, thinking
in terms of products and waste was less productive
than thinking in terms of inputs and usable outputs. A
shift in terminology away from “waste management”,
to “resource management”, and “recovering nutrients”
would help to convey better the idea of restoring
nature’s cycles.
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However, several stumbling blocks were also highlighted
during this meeting, including the need to adapt the
technology to specific local ecological conditions. For
example, in some areas (i.e. with high precipitation)
plants may have difficulty absorbing the nutrients
quickly enough, increasing the risk of run-off and water
pollution. Therefore the replicability of the Lombardy
pilot system in other areas with different climatic and
geographic conditions deserves to be studied further.
With this in mind, Acqua & Sole has submitted together
with the ELO a LIFE+ project to study the agronomic and
economic feasibility of reproducing this kind of closed
loop system in other regions in Europe.

produced from human waste, fearing that customers
would object to the sale of agricultural products
which could be considered “derived from waste”.
Further research and debate with legislators, retailers
and consumers could therefore help create a more
understanding attitude towards waste recovery
solutions.
One of the main challenges is therefore likely to be that
of changing mindsets and raising awareness. RISE will
continue to work in partnership with Acqua & Sole and
other organisations in 2013 to understand some of the
challenges presented above and to promote closed
loop nutrient recycling systems on a European scale. At
European level, this will mean trying to foster political
support and seeking opportunities for further projects
to support the roll-out of this technology in other
European regions. We are pleased to announce that
Acqua & Sole has also joined RISE as an Associate Partner.

Another potential hurdle to wastewater and sludge
reuse technologies was the concern about the quality
of municipal waste and the risk of land contamination.
The retail sector in the UK currently refuses to stock
food products which have been treated with digestate

A visual representation of the nutrient recycling closed loop system on a regional scale.

FOOD CONSUMPTION –
HUMAN CONSUMPTION
OF SOME NUTRIENTS

CITIES
MUNICIPAL WASTE WATER

FOOD PROCESSING WASTE
TRANSPORTED TO THE PLANT

ORGANIC
FOOD WASTE

WASTE TREATMENT AND STORAGE
CENTRE WHERE NUTRIENT
RECYCLING TAKES PLACE

FOOD PROCESSING
NUTRIENTS RESTORED
TO THE SOIL
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FROM SOIL

RENEWABLE ENERGY
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Habitat banking

Following RISE’s work on public goods from private
land, we have continued to pursue the idea of habitat banking as a possible tool to support land owners
and managers. In 2011, in partnership with UK organisation Environment Bank Ltd, a private company specialising in biodiversity offsetting, RISE organised a European Parliament workshops to discuss the challenges and opportunities related to the future roll-out of a
European system for “habitat banking.” The meeting
was hosted by MEP and Chair of the Agriculture and
Rural Development Committee Paolo De Castro. In
short, Habitat banking is one method of delivering biodiversity offsets – i.e., conservation outcomes which
compensate for significant residual adverse biodiversity
impacts arising from new developments. These offsets
hereby become assets which can be traded, effectively creating a market system for compensation liabilities.
The goal is to achieve at least no net loss to the environment, and at best a net gain of biodiversity on the
ground with respect to species composition, habitat
structure, ecosystem function and people’s use and
cultural values associated with biodiversity. In light
of the growing impetus and political support for private market systems to support ecosystem service
delivery and to follow up on the December 2011
workshop organised by RISE, this year Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI met with Mr DE CASTRO and the new
chair of the European Parliament Environment Committee Matthias GROOTE to brief them in full about
the potential benefits and drawbacks developing
habitat banking throughout Europe. The meeting was
fruitful and the pair agreed to initiate a joint own initiative report pending the resolution of the on-going CAP
reform negotiations between Parliament and Council.
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to protect and/or value nature’s services. The
Ecosystem Markets Taskforce (EMTF), will report
to 3 Secretaries of State (Environment, Climate
Change, Business Innovation and Skills) in March
2013. EMTF work has already identified the
expansion of concrete biodiversity offsetting as
a ‘most promising’ opportunity, and advocated
moving from the current voluntary to a
compulsory approach to biodiversity.
• A European Commission (EC) Working Group
(WG) on No Net Loss (NNLI) of Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services is contributing
thinking towards the development of a new EU
policy initiative in this area, scheduled for 2015
which is an excellent opportunity to expand
biodiversity offsetting and habitat banking across
the EU for the benefit of natural heritage. The WG
will report in 2013 to the EC’s Coordination Group
for Nature and Biodiversity (which is composed of
Member State and civil society representatives).
We will follow this up in due course, particularly in light
of the failure of the current CAP reform to deliver adequate resources to safeguard agri-environment schemes
– arguably the most important EU tool to deliver ecosystem resilience, and targeted protection programmes for
soil, water and habitats.

In the meantime, there have been several interesting
developments with the supporting frameworks for
habitat banking to develop across Europe. These include
• Towards mandatory biodiversity offsetting.
The UK Government made a commitment in the
Natural Environment White Paper to establish
a business-led Ecosystem Markets Task Force
(EMTF) to consider opportunities for UK business

© Mike Boyes
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CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS AND AWARDS
n

5th Forum for the Future of Agriculture

In March 2012, RISE worked alongside partners ELO
and Syngenta to assist with the organisation and intellectual content of the fifth Forum for the Future of Agriculture, which RISE Chairman Franz FISCHLER again
opened and concluded. He used the platform to emphasise the importance RISE attaches to finding a clear
strategy and vision for the next CAP to help European
agriculture improve in the key areas of sustainability
and competitiveness. He stressed the importance of
avoiding extreme positions when trying to make progress within our existing agriculture systems, warning
against becoming either a “romantic” clamouring for
radical changes in consumption patterns and man’s relationship to nature, or an “ostrich” burying its head in
the sand and ignoring warning signs that the current
agri-food production is unsustainable and needs to
embrace changes. Instead, he urged the Forum’s participants to confront their respective positions and try to
pursue together the right combination of productivity
and sustainability objectives.

12

EU Commissioners Dacian CIOLOŞ (Agriculture & Rural
Development) and Janez POTOČNIK (Environment), as well
as MEP Paolo DE CASTRO and Frans VAN DAELE, Head of
Cabinet to the President of the European Council, Simon
COVENEY, Irish Minister for Agriculture, Marine and Food
were amongst the speakers addressing more than 1,300
delegates on these issues. Geostrategic considerations
impacting the global food system led the organizers to
invite one of the leading voices on global affairs, Parag
KHANNA, Director of the Hybrid Reality Institute and former
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foreign policy adviser of President Barack Obama. He noted
that the European Union could be an inspiration on how
to manage a balance between economic growth, social
security and environmental protection, in the world of
“new diplomacy”.
The 5th edition of the FFA devoted one panel to the recent
experience of Brazil which recently became the 6th world
economy. Mauricio Antonio LOPES, who as ExecutivePresident of the Brazilian Agricultural Research Association
(EMBRAPA) has experienced Brazil’s impressive change
from a country that was once food insecure to one
of the largest food exporters in the world, gave his
insight into how that change has been driven and the
importance of focusing on research and development
in the agricultural sector.
The key word in this 2012 FFA conference was
complexity and as highlighted by Franz FISCHLER during
his conclusion, this was likely to continue in the future
given that agriculture could not be seen as a standalone policy: it must be an integral part of security,
environmental, health, climate, and economic policies in
the future.
Following on from this, the sixth FFA will address practical
issues surrounding the much talked about need to
“sustainably intensify” the world’s agricultural production
to meet global challenges. This issue will remain an
important area of future study for the RISE Foundation,
particularly regarding the focus that will be given to this
issue in the context of our already highly productive, but
in many ways change-resistant and diffracted European
agricultural sector.

n

Food chain

In 2011, RISE was approached with the idea of using its
neutral focus on rural development to act as a platform
for members of the food chain to discuss the collective
issues they face so as to promote greater dialogue
and shared action. In 2011 RISE held its first platform
meeting at which the French Société des Agriculteurs
de France (SAF) expressed a clear interest in pursuing a
similar initiative in France. A meeting was held in France
in January 2012 which RISE attended. In June 2012,
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RISE took the next step and held a second workshop
attended by members of companies in the food chain,
agricultural think tanks and researchers and members
of the Commission. The aim of the meeting was to
explore possibilities of how the food chain could work
together to tackle issues within the chain, including, at
the request of the attendees, the information imbalance
received by consumers through the media/ internet.
Several interesting discussion points from the opinions
of the attendees came up during the debates including:
-

The perceived gap between the way consumers
want to think about food production i.e. the ‘nostalgic’ image of farming and the often modernised and industrialised reality of food production.

-

The fact that this gap is in part widened by the
declining interface with and visibility of producers.

-

The diminishing number of farmers (now around
only 5% of the population) and the growing multiple retailer system which has resulted in less
interaction between the consumer and the producer and a diminishing producer voice.

-

The lack of transparency in agri-food marketing
and communications and the need for consumers to better understand the reality of the food
production system. For example, the Food chain
cannot deny the use of pesticides, and even
some of the problems associated with pesticides,
but the public needs to understand why pesticides are used and what would happen if they
were not.
The ‘feeling of plenty’ given by the well-stocked
retailer shelves, which makes it hard to get European consumers thinking seriously about food
security. In addition, consumers are often aware
of other alternatives to increase food availability
such as reducing waste.

RISE will continue to follow the food chain group
organised by SAF and stands willing to organise further
European level meetings on such topics if the group
starts to produce workable outcomes. RISE would
then look into to the possibility of working to support a
similar group in Italy and bring together the learning at
the Brussels level.
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AC TIV IT Y R E P O R T 2012

Belleuropa Award

Once again, on the occasion of the Biodiversity conference in the European Parliament, the ELO and the RISE
Foundation together presented the Belleuropa award.
It is a prize destined at agricultural enterprises who
embrace sustainable and innovative third generation
agro-environmental measures. The aim of this award is
to promote the improvement of landscapes, biological
diversity, CO2 abatement, noise reduction, pollution control and foster the creation of a fertility reserve, the most
important strategic food reserve.

main activity is the production of champagne and wine.
The territory of Listel has more than 4,000 ha of which
approximately 1,900 ha are vineyards, which have the
particularity of growing only in sandy soils. The estate is
of high environmental value and is recognised as a hot
spot of biodiversity, due to its rich habitats such as open
laguno-marine, fixed grey dunes and salt steppes. The
Jarras-Listel estate is included in the Natura 2000 network, as a Site of Community Importance and a Special
Protection Area. Keep up the good work!

Like the founder of Belleuropa®, Mr. Giuseppe NATTA,
the winner Paul-François VRANKEN has made an important contribution to the environment while running a
viable business. The Jarras-Listel estate is located on the
Mediterranean coast in the Camargue (France). Its mosaic of vineyards with areas dedicated to the environment,
demonstrates the close link between agriculture, nature
conservation, tradition and tourism. Listel is a French
wine company owned by Vranken-Pommery whose

BELLEUROPA AWARD - Claudia Olazábal and Kostopoulos, Thierry de l’Escaille,
winner Paul-François Vranken, MEP Véronique Mathieu, and Justine Bengough.
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Advisory Committee Members

GOVERNANCE

n

2012 was a year for RISE to take stock of its achievements
after its first five years in operation. An external Advisory
Committee (AC) was thus set up to support RISE by
giving specific advice on project and policy work,
strategic planning and networking. The AC is composed
of RISE members and supporters as well as experts from
the agri-environment sector and is chaired by Professor
of Soil Science at Boku University, Winfried BLUM.
During the first meeting, the AC helped RISE in its efforts
to develop a five-year strategic plan, a process which
was started late in 2012 and will be completed over the
course of 2013. The strategic plan will be accompanied
by a rolling yearly operational plan and budget to focus
the activities and resources of the Foundation on core
interests and have a greater impact..

Winfried BLUM (Chair)
Allan BUCKWELL
Ladislav MIKO (DG SANCO)
Alois HEISSENHUBER (Technical University of Munich)
Rainer VON MIELECKI (BASF)
Elke DUWENIG (BASF)
Dino SOZZI (Syngenta)
Henri RIEUX (BUNGE)
Mella FREWEN (Food and Drink Europe)
Valérie ELISSEEFF (Société des Agriculteurs de France)
The strategic planning processes will be completed by
the third quarter of 2013, and signed off by the Board.
We look forward to more success in supporting a
sustainable European agriculture sector in 2013!
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