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The RISE Foundation was established in 2006 as an independent public utility Foundation. 
Our vision is for a sustainable agricultural system in Europe; one that engages fully with 
the circular economy and provides safe and healthy food whilst protecting and rebuilding 
our natural capital; creates jobs, encourages investment in rural areas, and conserves our 
traditions and cultural heritage.

RISE works as an impartial and independent think tank, bringing together experts to address 
key environmental / agricultural challenges in Europe and develops high quality accessible 
research reports with clear recommendations for policy makers. It draws upon its extensive 
network of rural stakeholders to highlight innovative practices developed at the farm level 
and provides a platform for debate on issues that affect our rural areas.

● Janez POTOČNIK, Chairman, former European Commissioner for Science and  
Research: 2004-2010 and the Environment: 2010-2014 

● Thierry DE L’ESCAILLE, Treasurer, Secretary General of the European Landowners’ Organisation  
and farmer 

● Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI, Former Chief of Staff of Dr Franz Fischler,  
European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development: 1995-2004 

● Paolo DE CASTRO, MEP

● Christoph BÜREN, President of VIVESCIA

● Pieter DE POUS, Senior Policy Advisor, E3G - Berlin

● Pierre Olivier DREGE, President of the European Landowners’ Organisation

● Koen VAN KEER, Manager of Regulatory Affairs, Yara International

● Mella FREWEN, Former Director General of FoodDrinkEurope

● Ludwig FORREST, Senior Programme Coordinator for Philanthropy, King Baudouin Foundation

● Alexandre BRAND, Crop Protection Regional Director for EAME, Syngenta

● Gerard GOVERS, Vice Rector of Science, Engineering and Technology and  
Vice Rector of Sustainability at KU Leuven, Belgium

● Michael Prinz Salm Salm, President of the Friends of the Countryside

Board of Directors 

What is           ?
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For over 16 years now the RISE Foundation 
has been calling for action. Our food system is  
unsustainble. This is not a term I use lightly.  
An unsustainable food system is one that can-
not be sustained in its current form, where the 
effects of the predominant system of food 
production, aided by unsustainable consump-
tion, is gradually eroding our ability to produce 
enough food in the future. It is destroying bio-
diversity, polluting our water sources, creating 
air pollution and undermining our ability to slow 
climate heating.

Agriculture is not alone in this. If we want to 
halt biodveristy loss, and address the climate 
emergency we need to tranform our system of 
production and consumption across all sectors. 
However agriculture has a unique role in that it 
covers nearly 40% of our land mass in Europe, 
and is directly reliant upon the ecosystem ser-
vices which it is degrading.

For those who have followed the Foundation’s 
work over the years, you will have seen how 
RISE has presented clear unbiased reviews 
of key issues that we struggle with in farming 
today – nutrients, pesticides, livestock and 
the policies that guide them. In 2021 RISE has 
turned its attention, quite rightly, to soil. If we 
can find a way to support our farmers to man-
age this vital resource sustainably, to improve 
soil health across Europe and slow erosion, 
we have a very good chance of addressing 
many of the challenges we face head on. An 
agricultural system that is founded on healthy 
soils has greater resilience to climate change, 
thus protecting our food supplies. It is less re-
liant on synthetic inputs and thus less vulnera-
ble to price shocks associated with oil and gas 
prices. As we see longer periods of drought 

interpersed with heavy rainfull, it can act as a 
sponge, and reduce the effects of flooding in 
our urban areas; it can play a crucial role in the 
restoration of farmland biodiversity, and con-
tribute to our climate goals by sequestering 
carbon.

This is all within our reach. There is a strong 
body of evidence which shows us how to man-
age our soils sustainably to encourage healthy 
soils, and at present a growing focus on the im-
portance of soils from both the private and the 
public sector. But barriers still exist – both in 
the mindset of certain sectors who misguided-
ly seek safety in the status quo, and for farm-
ers who continue to stuggle with low margins 
and high levels of debt. In the work of RISE on 
soils, and through its involvement in a number 
of European funded projects, the Foundation 
seeks to identify these barriers and find their 
solutions in order to support the march forward 
for a suustainable future.

Dr. Janez Potočnik

Forward by RISE Chairman,
Janez Potočnik
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The soil story

During 2021, the RISE Foundation continued 
to develop its work on the future of Europe-
an soils. The project was born out of an under-
standing of four key points vis a vis agricultur-
al soil management. First, that there has been 
an awareness of the importance of soil at the 
very highest echelons of policy for well over 
a decade (note the proposed Soil Directive); 
second, that there is already a large body of 
evidence which shows what needs to be done 
to manage soils sustainably; third, that it is not 
only in societies interest to improve soils, but 
also in the farmers own long term business in-
terest to improve soil management and forth, 
despite this soil indicators show a continual de-
cline in agricultural soils. The aim of this report 
is to try and understand what is holding back 
the wide-scale transition in Europe to sustain-
able soil management (SSM). 

Throughout 2021, the RISE Foundation contin-
ued the development of the report. In order to 
find answers to the question it has posed, the 
team searched through the literature, met with 
farmers, policy makers and academics and in-
terviewed over 30 soil initiatives across Europe. 

These soil initiatives have proved to be crucial 
to the development of the RISE study and its 
ambition of finding out what is stopping farm-
ers from taking up sustainable soil practices. 
The initiatives come in all shapes and sizes, rep-
resenting a vast range of stakeholder groups 
– private companies, farmers, NGOs and pub-
lic bodies. Each has been designed to address 
the particularities of the region/ soil issue/ or 
crop, and each is already working successfully 
with farmers to support them to transition their 
soil management practices in order to reap the 
benefits of healthy soils. They do this through 

tried and tested measures and information, 
and a combination of direct technical support/ 
financial support and/or linking in farmers with 
networks and test farms. 

The report was developed in two stages with 
each stage being reviewed by a high level inde-
pendent Advisory Committee chosen for their 
expertise in soil and or policy. They included:

● Claire CHENU – Research Director at INRAE 
(French National Research Institute for Agri-
culture, Food and the Environment)

● Franz FISCHLER – Former EU Commissioner 
for Agriculture and Rural Development

● Ana FRELIH-LARSEN – Senior Fellow at Eco-
logic Institute

● Luca MONTANARELLA – Senior Expert at 
the Joint Research Centre, Ispra

● Joris DE VENTE – Tenured Scientist at CE-
BAS-CSIC

The Foundation also held 2 public (online) 
workshops with invited speakers to discuss dif-
ferent aspects of the soil dilemma (and 2 more 
due in 2022):

● March 2021 – Conversation on the Future of 
European Soils (as part of the Forum for the 
Future of Agriculture).
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● May 2021 – RISE-MEP Dorfmann-Franz Fischler – Soil Protection and building up organic hummus. 

The final report will be released in Brussels on 23rd June 2022.

The report is self-funded by RISE and sponsored by Koppert Global.
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SYSTEMIC stands for ‘Systemic large-scale 
eco-innovation to advance Circular Economy 
and mineral recovery from organic waste in Eu-
rope’. RISE is the Work Package leader for Syn-
thesis and Dissemination. 

The SYSTEMIC project worked with 5 demon-
stration plants to show how recovering nutri-
ents from waste can be economically viable 
and how European bio-waste, animal manure 
and sewage sludge treatment can be taken to 
the next level by applying novel technologies 
to produce energy and recover nutrients. Us-
ing the experience gained at these plants, the 
coalition developed business case studies and 
supported their uptake by additional plants, 
thereby contributing to the expansion of nutri-
ent recovery across the European Union and 
so facilitating the move to a more circular econ-
omy. 

The project has been extremely active in poli-
cy, contributing learning from the project to the 
Fertilising Product Regulation and the SAFEMA-
NURE study and RENURE criteria. The project 
ended in November 2021 and the final event will 
be held in May 2022 at the Manure Resource 
Conference in the Netherlands. All the results 
are available on the SYSTEMIC website.

www.systemicproject.eu 

@Systemic_eu 

Newsletter http://bit.ly/2UA62rF 

SYSTEMIC receives funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation 
under grant agreement No 730400.

European Commission 
H2020 Projects
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CIRCULAR AGRONOMICS is a H2020 project 
which started in September 2018 and will run 
for 4.5 years. RISE is engaged as the Work 
Package leader for WP6: Dissemination and 
Exploitation. 

It is estimated that around 13.6 Mt of nitrogen (N) 
and 1.8 Mt of phosphorus (P) enter the EU agri-
cultural system annually in the form of mineral 
fertilisers and feed. However, N use throughout 
the whole European agri-food chain is ineffi-
cient: for every five tons of N entering the EU 
agri-food chain, only one ton is converted to 
finished products for human consumption. The 
case is similar for P and potassium (K). These 
low nutrient use efficiencies, together with poor 
soil management practices is leading to a loss 
of organic carbon in soils. This is in turn leading 
to large losses of nutrients and carbon into the 
environment with significant negative impacts 
on soils, water and air resulting in unacceptable 
health and environmental costs.

The project aims to address these issues by 
investigating and testing a wide range of mea-
sures to improve nutrient and carbon use in the 
EU, including:

● The production of novel organic soil amend-
ments from agricultural and industrial by 
products

● The investigation of cropland and grassland 
management practices to reduce GHG emis-
sions and optimize manure characteristics.

● The testing of multiple manure, digestate 
and food waste valorisation techniques for 
fertiliser recovery

● The investigation of food industry wastewa-
ter treatment for the recovery of carbon-rich 
compounds.

During the year 2021 the Circular Agronomics 
partners continued with their field trials and 
technological tests on innovative solutions for 
better nutrient cycling in agriculture. RISE was 
involved in preparing a literature study focus-
ing on nutrient fluxes in EU trade, in particular 
the trade of soy, and the effects that this has 
on the regions that export, and import these 
commodities. In addition, RISE initiated the dis-
cussions and planning vis a vis the possible pol-
icy measures that could contribute to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and increase nutri-
ent circularity in EU agriculture. These will con-
tinue to be discussed and will feed into a policy 
note in 2022.

www.circularagronomics.eu 

@CircularAgro

Newsletter http://bit.ly/2R4qGyf 

Circular Agronomics receives funding from 
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Frame-
work Programme for Research and Innova-
tion under grant agreement No 773649.
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BESTMAP is a H2020 Project which is design-
ing and developing a new Policy Impact As-
sessment Model (PIAM) framework which will 
integrate modern socio-economic, behavioural 
and biophysical approaches that will capture 
the environmental, social and economic vari-
ability of individual farms and EU regions. The 
model will eventually be used by European pol-
icy makers in the European Commission and at 
the Member State level to model the outcomes 
of possible policy measures. It is envisioned as 
a tool to complement, extend and integrate 
with existing models used by the Commission 
and Joint Research Centre (JRC). The project 
will implement the newly developed framework 
in five regions across Europe, representing di-
verse agricultural, socio-economic and political 
backgrounds:

● Humber Catchment (UK)
● Mulde River Basin (DE)
● South Moravia (CZ)
● Bačka Region (RS)
● Catalonia (ES)

The project started in September 2019 and will 
run for 4.5 years. The RISE Foundation is work-
ing to support the consortium members to de-
velop the possible policy scenarios to feed into 
the model development and design the policy 
recommendations from the project.  

www.bestmap.eu 

@Bestmap_eu

BESTMAP receives funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme under Grant 
Agreement no. 817501.

BESTMAP: Behavioural, Ecological and Socio-economic Tools for Modelling Agricultural Policy.
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